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NEXT GENERATION
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Mentors and Advisors

Mike Plummer – HYC, The Howard G. Buffet Foundation

Steve Groff – Cover Crop Solutions (CCS)

Tom Held – NRCS, Knox County

Ray McCormick – Knox County Farmer
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Greg Foster, Senior Vice-President
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Landowners
Thanks You for Your Support

Total Tillable Acres Farmed in 2012  -   19,844 acres

Total Family Members  - 12

Average Acres per Family -  1654

Total Landowners  -  125

Average Landowners Acreage  -  159

Total Fields  -  865

Average Field Size  -  22.9 acres
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Mark Anson Cover Crop Life
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Cover Crops Planting and 
Seeding
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Records, Field and Summary
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Equipment Inventory for Cover Crops

Thursday, January 17, 13



18th Annual National No-Tillage Conference
Des Moines, Iowa  *  Jan. 13-16, 2010
19th Annual National No-Tillage Conference
Cincinnati, Ohio  *  Jan. 12-15, 2011
18th Annual National No-Tillage Conference
Des Moines, Iowa  *  Jan. 13-16, 2010
21st Annual National No-Tillage Conference
Indianapolis, Indiana  *  Jan. 9-12, 2013

 

Equipment to Seed Cover Crops
§ 3 – 45’ Phillips Rotary Harrows

§ 1 – JD 8235R and BBI 12 ton fertilize buggy spreader

§ 1 – JD 8335R and JD no-till drill 1990 30’ CCS, scales, 1black & 1 
white 

 seed meter, with  7.5 inches spacing

§ 2011 ¾ ton Ford  diesel pickup with goose neck trailer 24T 35’

§ Pro Boxes and Clarks Ag Supply 4 box seed tender

§ 8235R, 7215R and 9360R to pull weasels
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Future Equipment Consideration for
Seed Cover Crops

§ 2 – JD DB60 CCS 20’ row spacing
§ 1 – JD 1790 CCS 30”/15” split row
§ JD 4940 with Dry Box Multiplier
§ Precision seed applicator to mount on back liquid sidedress bar for 

inter-seeding and  move to weasel for fall seeding
§ Plot Drill for plots and to rent out
§ 1-Kelly Diamond Chain Harrow w/ prickle chain harrow on back & 1- 

all prickle chain harrow
§ Timpte Hopper Bottom with 6” SS auger to each hopper to handle 

bulk seed deliveries
§ Three stack DMI or tower dryer with 2 – 15,000 wet hopper tank
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For Cover Crop Establishment 
Top Fifteen Must Do’s

1. Have willing participants
§ Owners
§ Managers
§ Employees
§ Retail suppliers
§ Equipment Dealers

2.  Best possible communication
§ State your goals
§ Listen to all your support people and participants
§ Restate your goals
§ Open two way communication between support people 

and participants
§ Re-Restate your goals
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For Cover Crop Establishment 
Top Fifteen Must Do’s

3.  Additional workers required
§ Seed handlers
§ Drill operators
§ Planter operators
§ Additional support staff
§ Weasel tractor operators(part time 3-4)

4.  Plan of attack for 2014 Crop Year
§ Start NOW for Fall seeding of 2013 CC for 2014 cash crop year
§ Select your seed suppliers
§ Select your fields priority
§ Select rates
§ Determine if you will mix fertilize and seed together (if so how 

much and what blend) 
§ Determine if you should spray before seeding
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For Cover Crop Establishment 
Top Fifteen Must Do’s

5.   Education and continuing education
§ Conferences
§ Trade shows
§ Internet (Google)
§ Local network and resources
§ Use web sites

o www.SARE.org/covercrops
o MWCC cover crop selector tool www.mccc.msu.edu/ 
o Seed companies/Retailer web sites
o Newsletters/Magazines

6.   Failures will happen(Do not be afraid to fail)
§ Weather – too much/not enough moisture
§ Lack of Education
§ Lack of communication
§ Learning curve should be at your comfort level
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For Cover Crop Establishment 
Top Fifteen Must Do’s

7.   Hire a cover crop specialist, consultant or mentor/advisor to help you 
wade through the decisions 
§ What seed to use
§ How to plant the seed
§ What rate to use
§ When to increase seed rate
§ When to quit planting a particular cover crop seed and switch to 

another cover crop
o According to calendar
o According to Fall

§ Check your seeding late Fall or early Winter, again late Winter, 
early Spring
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For Cover Crop Establishment 
Top Fifteen Must Do’s

8.   Know your seeds and seeding rates
§ Grass
§ Legumes
§ Other non-legumes broad leaves
§ Mixtures (fertilizer and seed)
§ Blends (2 seeds)
§ Cocktail blends ( 3 or more seeds)

9.   Determine a budget
§ Cost of seed
§ Cost of application or seeding
§ Total  actual cost
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For Cover Crop Establishment 
Top Fifteen Must Do’s

10.  Implementation of plan for handling/storing, delivery and 
blending
§ Storing seed
§ Distribution of seed
§ Handling of seed in 50 lb bags, totes, Pro Boxes & bulk
§ Mixing or blending seed vs. buying blends
§ Work with retail fertilizer plants
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For Cover Crop Establishment 
Top Fifteen Must Do’s

11.  2012 Fall plan review
§ What would change
§ What would keep the same
§ What to try new for Fall 2013 seeding
§ Which conferences should I attend
§ Who should I contact for advice
§ Check with NRCS to see if they have mentor program for 

your state/district/county
§ Check NRCS network of local cover crop farmers and 

information resources
§ Changes in equipment for seeding
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For Cover Crop Establishment 
Top Fifteen Must Do’s

12.  Rules of thumb
§ Seed as early as possible after harvest
§ Aerial seed last 20% to 40% of projected late harvested 

acres
§ Make a judgment call on type of Fall and adjust 

plans(wet, dry, cold, warm)
§ If it rains or after 3 days do not garden weasel(adjust +/– 

one day according to Fall weather)
§ Drill seed ½ to ¾ inch deep in most cases depending on 

Fall moisture
§ Email your mentor your thoughts
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For Cover Crop Establishment 
Top Fifteen Must Do’s

13.  Other benefits 
§ Excellent landlord public relations
§ Termination spray pattern is obvious(skipped or 

misapplied is very apparent)
§ Dry mixtures of seed and fertilizer spread patterns 

are obvious
§ If counties up river from Knox County would adapt 

cover crops, flooding would decrease and our bottom 
farmland would be more profitable

§ I just enjoy green fields
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For Cover Crop Establishment 
Top Fifteen Must Do’s

14.  Quality Seed
§ No VNS seed(prefer certified)
§ Inoculate all legumes
§ Blend or cocktails are better for seed establishment in case 

you have bad luck
§ Plant in rows to cut seed cost
§ Try to learn variety differences for your area
§ Plant plots to learn how seed might work for you
§ Take pictures of seed tags
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For Cover Crop Establishment 
Top Fifteen Must Do’s

15.  Have faith that Mother Nature will bless you and your farm
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Weaseling
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